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What Twitter Data Say aboutBosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin and Serbian (BCMS)

• One dialect, four standards
• Internationally known, heateddebates on the name(s) and thedistinction criteria
• Missing:
• objective discourse
• scientific evidence
• systematic surveys

The work supported by the SNSF-SCOPES Institutional Partnership “Regional Linguistic Data Initiative” and URPP “Language and Space”
South Slavic dialects:Štokavian -- the basis for allfour standards BCMS(Source: Alexander 2013)
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Montenegro Census 2011(Source: Wikipedia)

Background and motivation:

Twitter as a source of linguistic data
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Borders and Boundaries Accommodation in Serbian Users

e:Kako to misliš devojka si, a nikad nisi zajebala obrve? (RS)‘What do you mean you’re a girl and you’ve never fucked upyour eyebrows?’
je:Pobise mi se neke djevojke ispod prozora, sto je ovo majkomila (ME) ‘Some girls just got into a physical fight under mywindow, where is this world going’

Example variable e : je

e : jerdropk : hh : nohsto : stadali : jelis : samnogo : punoko : tko

ko : tkolong : shortda : infsynth :nosynthadjgira : isaovatrebam :trebaica : ika

Variables:

Proportion of tweets by mobile users posted in SerbiaX-axis: proportion of tweets in SerbiaY-axis: the number of users to which the proportion applies
Findings
• Significant difference between mobile and non-mobile users in 8 variables (and overall)
• No evidence of accommodation

Kernel Density Estimation

Pattern 1:Croatia, Bosniavs.Montenegro, Serbia

Pattern 2:Croatiavs.Bosnia,Montenegro,Serbia
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